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2015 WISCONSIN ACT 212

AN ACT to repeal 115.385 (1g) (a), 15.385 (1g) (b), 18.60(11) (bm) and 19.23 (1) (bmy);to renumber and
amend 118.33 (1m) (a) 2.,18.60 (7) (an) and1B.23 (7) (an)to amend 115.385 (19g) (c) 3. ¢.,1B.60 (7) (am) 1m.
and119.23(7) (am) 1m.; andb create 115.787 (2) (em), 18.33 (1m) (a) 2. b.,1B.60 (7) (am) 3.,118.60 (7) (an)
1.,119.23 (7) (am) 3. andl®.23 (7) (an) 1. of the statutestating to: independent financial audits of private schools
participatingin a parental choice program, a civics exam as a condition for obtaining a highdsgloooh, and fac
torsfor determining school and school district performance on the school and school district accountability report.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in s. 118.40 (2r) or(2x), and governing body of a private
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: school participating in aprogram under s.1B.60 or
119.23shall require a pupil for whom an individualized
SecTioN 1. 115.385 (1g) (a) of the statutes, as created educationprogram under s.15.787 is in éect and a

by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is repealed. parentallyplaced childwith a disability as defined 134
SecTioN 2. 115.385 (19) (b) of the statutes, as created CFR300.130to completethe civics test described under

by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is repealed. subd.1. but-shallmay not condition graduation on the
Section 3. 115.385 (1g) (c) 3. c. of the statutas, ~ successfutompletion of the test.

createdoy 2015 Wsconsin Act 55is amended to read: SecTioN 6. 118.33 (1m) (a) 2. b. of the statutes is
115.385(1g) (c) 3. c. Add-3.38.33to the result  createdo read:

undersubd. 3. b. 118.33(1m) (a) 2. b. If a pupi§ individualized
SecTiON 4. 115.787 (2) (emf the statutes is created educatiorprogram under s15.787or a services plan, as

to read: definedin 34 CFR 300.37includes a statement that it is

115.787(2) (em) A statement of whether it is appro notappropriate to administer the civiest under subd.
priateto administer the civics test under $883 (1m) 1. to the pupil, a school board, operator of a charter school
(a) to the child and, if it is appropriate, aagcommoda unders. 11.8.40 (2r) or (2x), and governing body of & pri
tionsthatare necessary to measure the chiltiowledge vateschool participating in a program under®3.60 or
of the information required to be tested on the civics test119.23 may not makecompletion of the civics test

requiredunder s. 18.33 (1m) (a). describedunder subd. 1. a condition of graduatfon
SecTioN 5. 118.33 (1m) (a) 2. ofhe statutes, as thatpupil.

createcby 2015 Wsconsin Act 55is renumbered18.33 SecTioN 7. 118.60 (7) (am) 1m. of the statutes, as

(Im) (a) 2. a. and amended to read: createdby 2015 Wsconsin Act 55is amended to read:
118.33(1m) (a) 2. a.—AExcept as provided in subd. 118.60(7) (am) 1m. In this paragraph, “eligible

2. b., aschool board, operator ofcharter school under  educationexpenses” mearall direct and indirect costs

* Section 9911, WIsconsINSTATUTES: Effective date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislature over thegy
partialveto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it taflees siiall take ééct on the day after its date of publication.”
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associatedvith a privateschools educational program
ming for pupilsenrolled in grades kindgarten to 12 that

-2 -
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the previous schoojear the governing body of the pri
vateschool shall approve @lan for how it will use the

arereasonable for the private school to achieve its educa amountof the -cash-or-investmentéserve _balancthat
tional purposes, as determined by the governing body of exceed$0 percent of theotal amount the private school

the private schooin a written policyand-reviewedested
by an independent auditof'Eligible education expen

receivedunder this section in the previous school year
SecTioN 10. 118.60 (7) (an) 1. of the statutes is

ses”include expenses related to management, insurancecreatedo read:

transportationextracurricular programming and activi

118.60(7) (an)1. A private school participating in

ties, facility and equipment costs, development expenses,the program under this section shall maintain a cash and
and programming that provides child care services investmenbalance that is at least equal to its reserve bal

before school, after schoolpr both before and after
school. A costis not an “eligible education expense” if
anindependent auditatetermines, after testing, that the
costis not a cost associated with the private sclaty
cationalprogramming for pupils enrolled in grades-kin

dergarterto 12 that is reasonable for the private school

to achieve its educational purposesdatermined by the
governingbody ofthe private school in a written policy

SecTioN 8. 118.60 (7) (am) 3. of the statutes is
createdo read:

118.60(7) (am) 3.a. By no later than February 15 or
120days after the date on whittte audit under subd. 2m.
a.is received by the department, whichever is Jaber
departmenshall notify a private school participatiing
the program under this section whether or additional
informationis required for the departmentcomplete its
review of the audit. Subject to subd. 3. b., the department
may request that an auditprovide additional informa

ance. If a private school ceases to participateor is
barredfrom the program under this section andl€.23
andthe private schod'reserve balance is positithe
private school shall refund the reserve balancdh
department.

SecTioN 11. 118.60 (1) (bm) of the statutes, as
createdoy 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is repealed.

SecTioN 12. 119.23 (7) (am) 1m. of the statutes, as
createdby 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is amended to read:

119.23(7) (am) 1m. In this paragraph, “eligible
educatiorexpenses” meara| direct and indirect costs
associatedvith a privateschools educational program
ming for pupilsenrolled in grades kindgarten to 12 that
arereasonable for the private school to achieve its educa
tional purposes, as determined by the governing body of
the private schooin a written policyand-reviewedested
by an independent auditorEligible education expen
ses”include expenses related to management, insurance,

tion if the request is related to the department reviewing transportationgxtracurricular programming and activi

theaudit. The department shall determine whether-a pri
vateschool participating in the progranmder this sec
tion has provided the information and met teeuire
mentsrequired under subd. 2m. a. by April 1.

b. Before April 1, the department may contact the

ties, facility and equipment costs, development expenses,
and programming that provides child care services
before school, after schoolpr both before and after
school. A costis not an “eligible education expense” if
anindependent auditatetermines, after testing, that the

auditorwho prepared the audit under subd. 2m. a. only costis not a cost associated with the private schady

regardingmatters that may impact the private sctool’

cationalprogramming for pupils enrolled in grades-kin

financial statement by an amount that is greater than 1dergarterto 12 that is reasonable for the private school

percent of the total amount the private scheckived

to achieve its educational purposesdatermined by the

underthis section for the previous school year and any governingbody ofthe private school in a written policy

itemsor information the department determines are-miss
ing from the audit.
c. Notwithstanding subd. 3. and b., the department

SecTioN 13. 119.23 (7) (am) 3. of the statutes is
createdo read:
119.23(7) (am) 3.a. By no later than February 15 or

may communicate with an auditor as necessary for the 120days after the date on whittte audit under subd. 2m.

purposeof assessing the financial viabilibf a private
schoolparticipating in the program under this section.
d. An auditor who receives a written communication

a. is received by the department, whichever is |dber
departmenshall notify a private school participating
the program under this section whether or additional

underthis subdivision shall respond to the department informationis required for the departmentcomplete its

within 10 school days of receiving the written comruni
cation.

reviewof the audit.Subject to subd. 3. b., the department
may request that an auditprovide additional informa

SecTioN 9. 118.60 (7) (an) of the statutes, as created tion if the request is related to the department reviewing

by 2015 WsconsinAct 55 is renumbered1B.60 (7) (an)
2.and amended to read:

118.60(7) (an) 2. If a private school participating in
the program under this sectidras a-cash-or-investment

reservebalance that is greater than 50 percent of the total

amountthe private school received undeis section in

theaudit. The department shall determine whether-a pri
vate school participating in the programmder this sec
tion has provided the information and met tiequire
mentsrequired under subd. 2m. a. by April 1.

b. Before April 1, the department may contact the
auditorwho prepared the audit under subd. 2m. a. only
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regardingmatters that may impact the private sctool’ amountof the-cash-or-investmentserve balancthat
financial statement by an amount that is greater than 1 exceed$0 percent of theotal amount the private school
percent of the total amount the private scheckived receivedunder this section in the previous school year
underthis section for the previous school year and any Section 15. 119.23 (7) (an) 1. of the statutes is
itemsor information the department determines are-miss createdo read:
ing from the audit. 119.23(7) (an)1. A private school participating in

¢. Notwithstanding subd. 8. and b., the department  he program under this section shall maintain a cash and
may communicate with an auditor as necessary for the i, esimenbalance that is at least equal to its reserve bal
purposeof assessing the financial viabiliof a private ance. If a private school ceases to participater is
schoolparticipating in the program under this section. barredfrom the program under this section andi.60

d. Ar) audlto_r \_/vho receives a written communication andthe private schod’reserve balance is positithe
underthis subdivision shall respond to the department _ .
private school shall refund the reserve balancehi

within 10 school days of receiving the written comruni
cation. department.
SECTION 14. 119.23 (7) (an) of the statutes, as created ~ ScCT'ON 16 119.23 (1) (bm) of the statutes, as
by 2015 WsconsinAct 55 is renumbered1D.23 (7) (an) ~ createdy 2015 Wisconsin Act 55is repealed.
2 and amended to read: SecTioN 17. Initial applicability.
119.23(7) (an) 2. If a private school participating in (1) INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL AUDITS OF PRIVATE
the program under this sectidras a-cash-or-investment SCHOOLSPARTICIPATING IN A PARENTAL CHOICE PROGRAM.
reservebalancethat is greater than 50 percent of the total Thetreatment of sections&.60 (7) (am) 1m. and 3. and
amountthe private school received undhis sectionin ~ (11) (bm) and 19.23 (7)(am) 1m. and 3. and X} (bm)
the previous schoojear the governing body of the pri of the statutes first applies to a financial audit of the
vate school shall approve @an for how it will use the  2015-16school year
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